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And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is August 1, 2008, 12,975 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children;
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

HONORING BOB O’CONNELL

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2008

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today, |
would like to recognize the legacy contribu-
tions of a great father, grandfather, athlete,
teacher, and coach Mr. Bob O’Connell of To-
ledo, Ohio. Recently, Bob was acknowledged
by a wonderful story published in the Toledo
Blade tracing his many accomplishments. Our
entire community applauds him for his life’s
achievements, and thanks him.

Bob has taught and mentored thousands
and thousands of young athletes across our
community in his chosen sport of tennis. For
21 years, he coached students at Rogers and
Ottawa Hills High Schools during the regular
school year and summer. Truly, he has been
a teacher’s teacher and a coaches’ coach and
has been recognized in the Ohio High School
Tennis Coaches Hall of Fame. Bob also
taught history and worked to develop his stu-
dents as well-rounded persons who are both
academically and physically fit. | can person-
ally attest to his skill and patience having been
one of his many students so many years ago.
Bob taught not just the skills of tennis and en-
durance, but also what it meant to be a good
sport. He held his racket with distinction, kept
focus, and airily breezed across the court with
an ease that demonstrated this indeed was his
sport.

Bob raised another generation of
O’Connell’'s who follow in his footsteps, his
son Kevin, Sr., was the No. 1 singles player
for 3 years at St. Francis and earned a schol-
arship to college as a result. Now his children,
Kevin Jr. achieved rank as an All-City League
first team player all 4 years as a high school
and Kelly O’Connell was the No. 1 singles
player at St. Ursula for 3 years.

It is hard to place an adequate value on a
man who has played such a significant father-
figure role not just to his family but to our
community, using his teaching and coaching
abilities to rear the next generation. | feel per-
sonally honored to have been coached by Bob
O’Connell and recognize his extraordinary ac-
complishments as an American who gave so
much of himself, so quietly and effectively, to
the next generation. He is the kind of man that
deserves admiration for he exemplifies what it
means to be a man for others. May he and his
family enjoy many years together and may he
and they know how truly our community ex-
presses its gratitude to him. Onward.
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RECOGNIZING EVONIK DEGUSSA
INDUSTRIES IN MOBILE, ALA-
BAMA ON 35 YEARS OF SERVICE
IN ALABAMA
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Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to honor Evonik Degussa Industries located in
Mobile, Alabama, on 35 years of business and
service to our community.

Founded as Degussa, the 160 acre site in
Mobile was established 35 years ago. Last
year, the German chemical company was pur-
chased by Evonik Industries AG and is now
operating as Evonik Degussa Industries. With
44,000 employees in over 100 countries
around the world, Evonik Industries is the
global market leader in specialty chemicals
and presently maintains several locations in
the United States, Canada and Mexico.

The Mobile plant manufactures a range of
products from hydrogen peroxide to a binding
agent used in more than 250 products ranging
from ketchup to paint. The $1.2 billion com-
plex is the company’s largest facility outside of
Europe with approximately 700 employees.
The Mobile plant has announced several new
projects just in the last year. In October,
Evonik Degussa announced it is adding a new
biodiesel project, which will add production of
a specialty chemical used to make alternative
fuels. Once fully operational, the new plant will
have the annual capacity to produce 60,000
metric tons of alkoxides, a catalyst for bio-
diesel production.

Evonik Degussa is also adding a $10 million
expansion which will allow for the production
of ROHACELL, which is high-tech foam used
in a wide-range of products including airplane
wings and skis. Earlier this year, Evonik
Degussa announced it is considering a $65
million expansion to make a chemical for
chicken feed.

Evonik Degussa not only creates essentials
for everyday use, but the employees and the
management team strive to make a positive
impact on the citizens of Mobile County
through heavy community involvement. The
company supports numerous local causes
through its “Essential to the Community” do-
nation program and gives more than $100,000
each year to the arts, schools, and charitable
organizations. In 2006, the Mobile plant do-
nated $115,000 to community activities. These
contributions included $55,000 to Mobile civic
organizations, $40,000 to educational activi-
ties, $10,500 to the arts, and $1,700 to envi-
ronmental groups.

It is evident Evonik Degussa is passionate
about serving the Mobile community, and this
dedication deserves recognition. Evonik
Degussa exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism
and serves as an outstanding corporate citizen
of Alabama. Furthermore, their dedication to
improving the lives of their fellow citizens sets
them apart from many other companies.
Evonik Degussa remains a strong supporter of
our community and is a wonderful corporate
role model.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating both the employees and
management team at Evonik Degussa Indus-
tries for 35 years of operations in the Mobile
area. | know the employees, their friends, fam-
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ilies, and members of the community join with
me in praising Evonik Degussa Industries for
their many accomplishments. | extend my
thanks for their continued service to the Mo-
bile, Alabama business community, the First
Congressional District, and the state of Ala-
bama.

——————

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE STATE OF
ISRAEL
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Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate the nation of
Israel and her people on the recent 60th Anni-
versary of the founding of the state of Israel.
The United States stood with Israel in 1948 as
it took the first steps forward as a new nation
and we proudly stand with her today.

The United States and Israel are bound to-
gether by a shared history and shared values.
We share thriving, plurastic democracies that
allow for—and encourage—open political dis-
course and opposition. Both counties are gov-
erned by the rule of law and share funda-
mental freedoms such as the freedom of
speech and religion. And our economies share
an entrepreneurial spirit which gives those
from all walks of life the opportunity to suc-
ceed.

The United States has no better ally and
friend in the Middle East than Israel. Both peo-
ples strive to live in peace and protect our
communities from those who would do us
harm. The United States stands with Israel
against any threats to the security and exist-
ence of your country, and we stand with you
as you strive to secure a peaceful and lasting
relationship with your neighbors.

Madam Speaker, as we join with Israel to
celebrate 60 years as an independent and
free state, now is the time for the United
States to reaffirm our support for our ally and
friend. Thank you.

TRIBUTE TO AUGUSTINE
OLIVENCIA

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 1, 2008

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the many personal and professional
accomplishments of Augustine Olivencia. Mr.
Olivencia, known by one and all as “Chito,” is
a true leader for all western New Yorkers.

Professionally, Chito has served for many
years as Superintendent of Ellicott Creek Park
in the town of Tonawanda, and his service in
that role has been exemplary. But Chito has
truly made his mark as a dedicated activist
within his beloved Hispanic community. In fact,
for public officials living throughout western
New York, many conversations with Chito both
begin and end with a playful but serious re-
minder that the Hispanic community remains a
growing constituency in western New York,
and that collectively the community remains a
force with which to be reckoned.
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